
Over the last year an atmosphere of xenophobia, discrimination and racism has been stirred up against refugees and asylum seekers.
Sections of the media directly participate in this, while the Government and Opposition try to out-bid each other in the  intolerance of their
statements about asylum seekers.

Concern has been expressed from many quarters, particularly including the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees representative in
Britain and Bill Morris the General Secretary of the Transport and General Union and the Anglican and
Catholic Churches. As a General Election approaches some political parties are again seeking to stir up hostility and racism towards asylum
seekers in the hope of some electoral gain.
We therefore pledge to speak out against racism and defend asylum seekers.
●  We call for an end to attempts by political parties and leaders to exploit racism for electoral gain.
●  We defend the right of refugees to seek asylum in Britain under the 1951 Geneva Convention on Refugees against all attempts to undermine it.
●  We call for legal action against newspapers, which publish material inciting racial hatred.
●  We call upon the Government to restore asylum rights by ending the voucher, designated accommodation and compulsory dispersal systems and
restoring benefits.
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Diane Abbott MP      ●●●●●      Sudarshon Abrol MBE UK Asian Women’s Conference     ●●●●●
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown journalist & broadcaster     ●●●●●      Ajmer Bains IWA GB     ●●●●●
Banta Singh Bains President, Gurdwara Sahib Woolwich      ●●●●●      Norman Baker
MP     ●●●●●      Jackie Ballard MP     ●●●●●      Helen Bamber director, Medical Foundation for
the Care of Victims of Torture     ●●●●●      Julian Barnes writer      ●●●●●      Mick Bates AM      ●●●●●
Tony Benn MP     ●●●●●      Rodney Bickerstaffe ex-General Secretary, UNISON
●●●●●      Geoffrey Bindman Bindman and partners     ●●●●●      Sadhu Biring Asian
Chamber of Commerce      ●●●●●      Peter Black AM     ●●●●●  Edward Bond playwright
●●●●●      Cllr Michael Boye-Anawomah JP      ●●●●●      Rt Rev Dr Tom Butler
Bishop of Southwark     ●●●●●      Thomas Chan Home Office Race Forum
●●●●●      Ann Clwyd MP     ●●●●●      Harry Cohen MP     ●●●●●      Nick Cohen journalist
●●●●●      Deborah Coles co director INQUEST      ●●●●●      Phil Collins musician
●●●●●      Mick Connolly Secretary, SERTUC     ●●●●●      Jeremy Corbyn MP
●●●●●      Nigel Costley Secretary,  SWTUC      ●●●●●      John Cryer MP     ●●●●●
Sally Daghlian Scottish Refugee Council      ●●●●●      Liz Davies barrister
●●●●●      Ron Davies MP/AM     ●●●●●      Cynog Davis AM      ●●●●●      Felix Dexter
comedian     ●●●●●      Lord Dholakia     ●●●●●      Rt Rev AC Dumper      ●●●●●      Bill
Etherington MP     ●●●●●      Val Feld AM      ●●●●●  Denis Fernando NUS
Black Students Officer      ●●●●●      Baroness Flather     ●●●●●      Harry Fletcher
President, NAPO      ●●●●●      Don Foster MP     ●●●●●  Neil Gerrard MP     ●●●●●
Ram Gidoomal CBE      ●●●●●      Zerbanoo Gifford     ●●●●●      ASHA     ●●●●●
Andy Gilchrist General Secretary, FBU     ●●●●●      Rt Rev John
Gladwin      Bishop of Guildford     ●●●●●      Rhodri Glyn Thomas AM     ●●●●●
John Griffiths AM      ●●●●●      Nigel de Gruchy General Secretary,
NASUWT      ●●●●●      Henry Grunwald QC Board of Deputies of British
Jews      ●●●●●      Nick Hardwick chief executive, Refugee Council      ●●●●●
Jeremy Hardy comedian and writer     ●●●●●      David Hare writer     ●●●●●
Dr Evan Harris MP      ●●●●●      Nick Harvey MP     ●●●●●      Katherine
Henderson solicitor     ●●●●●      Nick Hornby writer     ●●●●●      Sean Hughes
comedian      ●●●●●      Owain James  President NUS     ●●●●●      Cathy
Jamieson MSP      ●●●●●      Lee Jasper secretary, National Assembly
Against Racism     ●●●●●      Ajay Johnson chair, Labour Campaign for
Lesbian and Gay Rights      ●●●●●      Carwyn Jones AM     ●●●●●      Elin Jones AM
●●●●●      Gareth Jones AM      ●●●●●      Avtar Singh Jouhl general secretary IWA
GB  ●  Florence Kaufman Board of Deputies of British Jews     ●●●●●      Ann
Keen MP      ●●●●●      Glenys Kinnock MEP      ●●●●●      Prof Sajal Lahiri      ●●●●●  D Jerry
Lewis Board of Deputies of British Jews     ●●●●●      Richard Livesey MP     ●●●●●      Ken
Livingstone Mayor of London     ●●●●●      Roger Lloyd Pack actor     ●●●●●      Ian A Macdonald
QC      ●●●●●      Paul Mackney General Secretary,  NATFHE      ●●●●●      Alice Mahon MP     ●●●●●      Kika
Markham actor     ●●●●●      John McAllion MP/MSP     ●●●●●      John McCarthy     ●●●●●       Jim
McCusker General Secretary,  NIPSA      ●●●●●      John McDonnell MP     ●●●●●      Linda
McGowan NUS Disabi l i t ies  Off icer      ●●●●●      Andrew Mil ler MP      ●●●●●

Speak Out Against Racism – Defend Asylum Seekers is co-ordinated by the National Assembly Against Racism. You
can contact the campaign for copies of this poster and to find out about events, literature,  badges and other

materials by writing to: Speak Out Against Racism – Defend Asylum Seekers,  c/o NAAR,  28 Commercial St, London,
E1 6LS. Or calling on 020 7247 9907. Or e-mailing to AA_R@compuserve.com

Badges (Hands off my friend) are £1 each including postage. Please write or ring for bulk order rates.
Support the campaign with your donations. All cheques payable to NAAR.

The Rev Archimandrite Maitland Moir     ●●●●●      Claude Moraes MEP      ●●●●●      Julie
Morgan MP     ●●●●●      Mary Mulligan MSP      ●●●●●      Kumar Murshid co-chair,  National
Assembly Against Racism     ●●●●●      Rt Rev Patrick O’Donoghue     Bishop in West London
●●●●●      Dr S Pasha chair, United Muslim Organisation      ●●●●●      Tauhid Pasha McGrath & Co

●●●●●      Neil Pearson actor     ●●●●●      Rt Rev John Perry      Bishop of Chelmsford      ●●●●●
Simon Petch General Secretary , Connect     ●●●●●      Ann Pettifor director,

Jubilee 2000     ●●●●●      John Pilger writer and journalist      ●●●●●      Cordell Pillay
Assistant Deputy General Secretary,  NAPO     ●●●●●      Harold Pinter
playwright director, actor      ●●●●●      Rt Rev Peter Price     Bishop of Kingston
●●●●●      Ruth Pryce  Student Action for Refugees     ●●●●●      Bob Purkiss vice-
chair Euro Monitoring Centre on Racism & Xenophobia     ●●●●●      Jenny
Randerson AM     ●●●●●      Claire Rayner broadcaster and writer      ●●●●●      Corin
Redgrave actor     ●●●●●      Mick Rix General Secretary, ASLEF     ●●●●●      Rt Rev
Barry Rogerson      Bishop of Bristol     ●●●●●      Sheila Rowbottam writer
●●●●●      Bob Russell MP     ●●●●●      Janet Ryder AM     ●●●●●      Tony Sacker Board of
Deputies of British Jews      ●●●●●      Avtar Sadiq President, IWA GB      ●●●●●      Rt

Rev Roger Sainsbury     Bishop of Barking     ●●●●●
Adrian Sanders MP     ●●●●●      Rt Rev Mark
Santer      Bishop of Birmingham     ●●●●●      Denis

Scard General Secretary,  Musicians Union
●●●●●  Mark Seddon editor, Tribune     ●●●●●      Brian

Sedgemore MP      ●●●●●      Helen Shaw co-director
INQUEST      ●●●●●      Debra Shipley MP     ●●●●●  Alan

Simpson MP     ●●●●●      Ajab Samrai Singh creative
director, Saatchi & Saatchi      ●●●●●      Manjit Singh  Sikh

Refugee Support Group      ●●●●●           Dennis Skinner MP
●●●●●      Jon Snow journalist     ●●●●●      Mr S Stanislaus chair,

Refugee Working Party     ●●●●●      Juliet Stevenson actor
●●●●●      Dr Richard Stone JCORE     ●●●●●      Robert Sutherland

advocate     ●●●●●      Rt Rev Keith Sutton     Bishop of Lichfield     ●●●●●
Daryl Telles Lesbian & Gay Coalition Against Racism     ●●●●●

Mr Subash Vithaldas Thakrar      senior partner,  Blackstone
Franks  ●  Simon Thomas MP     ●●●●●      Dr Jenny Tonge MP     ●●●●●

Rev Arlington Trotman secretary, Churches Commission for
Racial Justice      ●●●●●      The Most Reverend Desmond M Tutu     ●●●●●

Leslee Udwin actor     ●●●●●      Lakhbir Virk director     ●●●●●      John Wadham
director, Liberty      ●●●●●      Nina Wadia actor      ●●●●●      Rt Rev Francis Walmsley CBE

●●●●●      Tony West Asst Gen Sec ASLEF     ●●●●●      Kevin Whately actor     ●●●●●      Dafydd Wigley
MP/AM     ●●●●●      Phil Williams AM      ●●●●●      Rt Rev Wilfred Wood      Bishop of Croydon ●●●●●
Simon Woolley director, Operation Black Vote      ●●●●●      Gary Younge journalist     ●●●●●
Patrick Yu director, Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities     ●●●●●      Louise
Zanre Jesuit Refugee Service UK     ●●●●●      Benjamin Zephaniah poet ●●●●●


