Dear Home Secretary




Date:

RE: Justice for Jay Abatan Campaign

I am / We are writing to you regarding the murder of Jay Abatan, a 42- year old black man who was murdered in a racist attack by a gang in Brighton on 24 January 1999, at the end of a night out to celebrate his recent promotion. He was accompanied by a friend and his brother Michael, who were also attacked. Five days later, Jay died in hospital, having sustained severe head injuries. 

No one has yet been tried for Jay’s murder and six years on, Jay’s family continue to call for those who killed him to be brought to justice. 

I am / We are concerned about a number of failings in the investigation of this case. These include: 

· good character evidence for the defendants by a Sussex police officer when the case went to court in May 2000. The family had been unaware of any relations between the officers and the defendants.  I/We believe this to represent a conflict of interest.

· The assurances given to the family by the then Home Secretary Jack Straw that the investigation was thorough in response to their lawyer’s letter in May 2000 outlining their concerns about the shortcomings in the investigation. Mr Straw also stated that the murder was being classified as a racially motivated crime. The family were shown internal memos stating that the case was not being investigated as a racially motivated crime. It was only considered to be a racist killing in December 2000 – 2 years after Mr. Abatan had been murdered, when a new investigation team took on the case.

· The family also received a letter from you on 7th June 2000, as a Junior Home Office minister, stating that the investigation “has been reviewed on a number of occasions internally by Sussex police to ensure that all realistic lines of enquiry were followed”. 

However, the disciplinary tribunals in late 2004 suggested that Sussex police had not carried out any internal reviews at the time you were writing your letter.  The tribunals also uncovered further flaws in the case. I/We believe this indicates serious failings in the investigation of this murder.

· The Essex police inquiry report of December 2000 catalogued 57 failings and inconsistencies in the original investigation of Mr. Abatan’s murder. 

· The PCA reviewed the investigation for possible disciplinary action against the officers involved. The review conducted by Avon and Somerset police remains undisclosed to Mr. Abatan’s family. The IPCC state that the tribunals have exposed disorganisation and insufficient resources given to this case, which they state is also the conclusion of both reports.  The IPCC has expressed disappointment that the police have refused to release the Avon and Somerset report to the family.

Six years on, Mr. Abatan’s killers are still free to re-offend. The family ‘s questions remain unanswered. I/We believe Mr Abatan’s children, his partner, his brother and extended family deserve to know what happened and who is responsible. They also deserve to have their questions answered about the failure of the investigation into his murder. 

I/ We are calling on you to intervene to allow the family have complete, unabridged access to the report by Avon and Somerset police.

The family have the support of the PCS, National Assembly Against Racism and prominent community figures such as Doreen Lawrence, mother of Stephen Lawrence. I/We believe that this case highlights the continued manifestation of institutional racism, and the police can only hope to garner the trust of the black communities, if they are able to demonstrably hold themselves accountable for the failings in this case, with a view to getting justice for the Abatan family.  

I look forward to hearing from you on this pressing matter

Signed

Name:

Organisation

Address:

NB: Please CC this letter to the National Assembly Against Racism, 28 Commercial St, London, E1 6LS.  Please also inform NAAR also of any response from the Home Office.

